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2017 Annual Meeting 
This year’s meeting will be held at the Frank 
May Pavilion on Saturday July 8th, 2017 at 
10:00am.  Once again, we look forward to a 
productive and enjoyable meeting.   
 

AGENDA 
Welcome 
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes 
Board Member Reports 
Budget Review and Acceptance by Vote 
Finalize New Business 
Election of New Board members 
Lunch 
Election Results Announced 
Adjourn 

 
 

****PLEASE NOTE****** 

 Hunting or Shooting of Firearms and/or usage of Fireworks is 
PROHIBITED on Lava Ranch Properties – and subject to fines. 

 The Pond will be Restocked for Fishing by the July 4th Weekend! 

 If you ride your ATV/UTV anywhere but the main roads…you are on 
PRIVATE PROPERTY, and can be fined for Trespassing! 
 

Inside This Issue: 
 

1 Meeting Announcement & Agenda 
2 President’s Message 

New Regulations 
3 Treasurer’s Report 
4 Noxious Weeds 

Fencing 
Mosquito Abatement 
Communications 

5 Safety/Security 
6 Rights of Membership 
7 Governing at Lava Ranch 
8 Lot Numbers 

Pond 
Pavilion 
Garbage Disposal 

9          Night lights 
2016 Annual Meeting Minutes 

    12       Thank You 
       Candidates for LRPOA Board 
    13       Proxy Form 
 

 

"One touch of nature makes the whole 
world kin." 

                                        - William Shakespeare 

 
 

"It is not so much for its beauty that 
the forest makes a claim upon men's 
hearts, as for that subtle something, 
that quality of air that emanation 

from old trees, that so wonderfully 
changes and renews a weary spirit." 

                               - Robert Louis Stevenson. 
 
 

“Look deep into nature, and then you will understand everything better. “ 
                                                            -Albert Einstein 

 



Lava Ranch Newsletter  2 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE-2017 
                                                -Harry Scott 
 
Welcome to another summer on our beautiful Lava 
Ranch.  The scenery should be especially lush after 
the heavy snow fall of winter.  It is such a privilege to 
be able to come to the mountains to experience the 
renewal of mind body and spirit. 
 
The board always attempts to enhance the Ranch in 
practical ways.  We decided that it was time to address 
the inadequate electric service to the pavilion.  The 
biggest problem was the inadequacy of the power to 
the well.  There was only 30 amps available and 
voltage dropped due to distance from power source.  
Rocky Mountain Power cannot guarantee that power 
will be available in the future due increased demand.  
Therefore, the timing is now.  Work has started to bring 
in power from Smith Canyon across to the pavilion.  It 
will provide for the well pump, lights for restrooms and 
pavilion, and power to the storage container which was 
put in last summer. 
 
The addition of the water tanks on top of the mountain 
has been much appreciated by members for the 
convenience.  Wear and tear on the roads is also 
much less.  However, we ask that you not pump more 
than 250 gallons of water at a time on weekends when 
demand peaks.  The small flow from the well cannot 
keep up with the volume.  During the week, there is 
less demand. 
 
Work on the roads is concentrating on Maple Pass.  It 
is a particularly challenging road due to the number of 
large rocks and stumps that must be removed.  
Weasel Trail will also be worked on this summer.  
There will likely be road closures so please try to be 
patient. 
 
I would like to heartily thank the loggers for the work 
they have done for Lava Ranch.  They have been as 
sensitive as possible to the feelings of lot owners, often 
doing extra tree removal on lots at the request of 
owners.  Earl and Bryce Somsen are continuing to 
remove trees in the road right-of-way’s.  Please 
respect roads posted as “closed” for your safety.  Last 
year an individual proceeded past the signs just as a 
tree was being felled, narrowly escaping injury.   
 
Winter time parking has created a problem when 
vehicles are parked near slash piles which need to be 
burned in winter.  Please do not park near slash piles 
or block access to roads and pavilion.  The board will 
look at parking solutions going forward. 
 
We will be reinstalling the 25 road signs that were 
refurbished.   

 
I will be exiting as president in July and I want to thank 
the board members for their dedication and service.  It 
has indeed been a pleasure to work with each.  I am 
grateful for the many talents and time they have so 
willingly contributed. 
 

We suggest Lava Ranch members read the 
newsletter and bring it to the July meeting as 
parts of it will be referred to. 
 

 
 

NEW REGULATIONS 
 
The LRPOA Board of Directors met on Oct 1, 2016 for 
a quarterly meeting and adopted five new motions that 
it deems necessary to promote and protect the 
common good of the entire membership.  These new 
rules were developed in consultation with the 
Association attorney and were approved by unanimous 
vote by the Board of Directors. They are listed below: 
 
1. Lava Ranch Property Owners subdivision is 
not a mixed-use subdivision and therefore a Lot Owner 
does not have the right to “choose” a specific use other 
than may be reasonably related to such residential 
usage.  No lot shall be used or occupied in the 
subdivision(s) for the purpose of carrying on any 
business, commercial, or industrial activities.  
Prohibited activities include, but are not limited to, 
utilizing any lot, structure, or improvements for long 
term, short term, or transient rental. 
 
2.  Those persons found advertising to lease or 
rent their homes and/or any portion of a Lava Ranch 
lot may be fined at the discretion of the Lava Ranch 
Board of Directors up to $200 per day for any such day 
the property is advertised in any media for rent. 
 
3. The term “guest” shall be defined as a person 
or persons invited by a member in good standing to 
spend any amount of time on Lava Ranch property and 
such invitee is not paying for the privilege of spending 
time at the property. 
 
4. The common areas, including all private roads, 
assets, and facilities within the subdivision are 
conveyed to the Lava Ranch Property Owners’ 
Association, and as such are the private property of 
the Lava Ranch Property Owners’ Association.  The 
right of access to the common areas, private roads, or 

“If you truly love nature, you will find 
beauty everywhere.” 

                          - Vincent Van Gogh 
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other assets or facilities can be restricted or denied to 
any person not qualified for its use.  Any person who 
willfully or intentionally commits trespass may be 
referred for criminal prosecution to the appropriate 
authorities and/or may be subject to fines payable to 
the Lava Ranch Property Owners’ Association. 
 
5. No licensee shall be allowed to use any of the 
amenities of Lava Ranch without the written consent of 
the Treasurer or other designee as determined from 
time to time by the Lava Ranch Board of Directors.  
Licensees may purchase the right to use Lava Ranch 
amenities at such rates as deemed appropriate by the 
Lava Ranch Board of Directors.  The Lava Ranch 
Board of Directors shall have discretion to determine 
whether a license to use association amenities shall be 
issued to any licensee. 

 

 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
                                           -Adrienne Buckley 

 
Each year the Board of Directors manages expenses 
in several areas to be able to use our funds for needed 
projects, upgrades, and maintenance.  Last year the 
Association raised the assessments/dues to $250.  
Several members wanted to know what they were 
getting for the additional $50.   Here is a short list of 
some of the things that have already been done or are 
in the works. 
 
Road Improvements & Maintenance:  If you have 
been on the mountain the past few years, you may 
remember that since 2010 road costs have increased 
to specifically meet the requirements from the state of 
Idaho and Bannock County.  The road plan developed 
each year tries to prioritize the road(s) for Capital 
Improvement (CIP) and implement them based on 
established road classifications.  During the 2016 
summer season, the larger percentage of funds went 
for CIP.  The major focus last summer was to control 
runoff, drainage of water and erosion on upper Martin 
Rd, Grouse Run, and Coyote Run.  These 
improvements increase the road service life.   
Removing rocks, crowning the road, and adding 
culverts across the roads in low spots are also part of 
this work.   
 
In addition, because we are continuing to use Somsen 
Lumber to clear trees from the roadway easements. 
The road crew is better able to widen the roads and 

create proper ditches and driveway culverts.  The 
added benefit for removing roadside trees is that we 
are also creating defensible space, reducing the timber 
fuel on the mountain.    
 
Upgraded Water Supply: In the 2016-2017 budget 
$18,600 was allocated to finish the water project.  Less 
than $750 was required to finish the trench line from 
the well to the tanks and make adjustments to the 
valves and switches. The balance will be used for the 
Electrical upgrade to the primary well and pavilion 
area. 
 
Street Signs:  Last fall many of the street signs were 
removed for upgrade.  The result is that 19 signs were 
refurbished and 4 new signs will completely replace 
the old ones -  our thanks go to Harry Scott and Fred 
Davis. 
 
Weed Control:  We have increased the amount we 
pay each year to meet the requirements for controlling 
Noxious Weeds.  In the spring of 2016 we paid $3270 
for spraying.  We set the budget for this spring to be 
around $5000 to keep weeds and other growth from 
invasion into the easements on improved roads and to 
start to control weeds in the common areas. 
 
2017-2018 DUES:  This year the Board of Directors 
has established the 2017-2018 uniform charge per 
single lot within the subdivision (the yearly dues) 
to stay at $250, which if not paid when due will 
bear interest from the due date at an annual rate of 
18%. 
 
Members will receive the invoices the last week of 
June either by Email or by USPS (if we do not have an 
Email address on record or you own multiple lots). In 
order to be considered a member in good standing 
there can be no assessments or fees outstanding after 
the grace periods for payment.  As a reminder, if you 
are paying your dues after the grace period of 60 
days from July 1st each year, interest will be 
charged back to the original due date at 1.5% for 
each month the dues remain unpaid until paid in 
full.   
 
Specific financial information for year end 2016-2017 
and the proposed budget for 2017-2018 will be sent 
out at the end of the fiscal year via Google Groups and 
will be posted on the website in the Members Only 
section after July 1, 2017. 

 

Every flower is a soul blossoming in 
nature. 

                                      -Gerard De Nerval 
 

“Study nature, love nature, stay close 
to nature. It will never fail you.” 

                                     -Frank Lloyd Wright 
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NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL 
                                 -Perry Trujillo 

 

Lava Ranch Association will spray Weeds and/or 
Brush that interfere with Road-way.  Lot owners are 
responsible for controlling noxious weed with in their 
property. If you would like help it is available through 
Bannock County at: 
www.Bannockcounty.com 
Noxious Weed Link 
Contact Us 
Information Needed: Your Lot Number and full access 
to property with no locks 

 
      FENCING 

                     -Perry Trujillo 
 

Due to a very harsh winter we are expecting heavy 
damage to the fencing around the perimeter of Lava 
Ranch Properties.  It would be greatly appreciated if all 
owners of properties connected to perimeter fencing 
would please look for any trees that may cause 
damage and maintain and/or remove before falling and 
causing damage. 
 
We have hired a contractor for repairs to our fencing, 
this will help protect Lava Ranch Properties from cattle.  
Work will be starting on lots 347-363. 
 
Throughout the summer if you notice cattle within Lava 
Ranches, aware of holes or damage to perimeter 
fencing please contact: 
 
Perry Trujillo, Lot #259 Cell Phone  801-243-6144 

 
MOSQUITO ABATEMENT 

                               - Perry Trujillo 
 

If you have a need for controlling Mosquitos on your 
property, help is available at: 
WWW.BannockCounty.com 
Mosquito Abatement Link 
Contact Us 
There is a form for you to complete 
 
You must contact them yearly for this service.  
Although it is a free service, they need permission to 
enter your lot. 
 

 
 

 
 

COMMUNICATIONS                    
                                -Shirley Sheffield 

 

We have had great success this year in building our 
active membership, not only on the Lava Ranch 
Website (www.lavaranch.com) which is currently listing 
168 members registered, and also the Lava Ranch 
Facebook page (Lava Ranch Properties) which has 
grown from 9 members last year to 79 members as of 
the 1st of May. 
 
It is our goal to keep our members up to date, and offer 
a forum for open communication in as many ways as 
possible, with Email Blasts, our Website, and 
Facebook pages, even traditional snail mail if you have 
requested such. 
 
If you have not registered on the Lava Ranch Website 
(www.lavaranch.com) “Members Only” section, I 
encourage you to do so, it is a user-friendly website 
that provides current and relevant information over and 
above what you may be getting through the Google 
Groups Emails.  
It is divided into 7 categories:  ADDITIONAL 
CORPORATE DOCS, MOTIONS-POLICIES-RULES & 
REGULATIONS, LRPOA ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING MINUTES, BOARD MEETING MINUTES - 
3 YEARS, ACCOUNTING_FINANCIAL RECORDS, 
MEMBERSHIP GENERAL INFO, and USEFUL 
FORMS. In addition, the Newsletter tab that can be 
accessed from the front page of the website has added 
newsletters dating back to 1993. 
 
Our Facebook page has turned out to be an invaluable 
resource to those who have joined. It is a wonderful 
opportunity to share wildlife sightings, ask about road 
conditions, weather and snow depth, as well as 
locating lost items and sharing Lava Ranch photos, 
but more importantly it has been a wonderful tool in 
getting to know your mountain neighbors.. To join on 
Facebook, click on groups and search Lava Ranch 
Properties, immediate family members can also join 
but must go through a vetting process to be included 
(this is to prevent unwanted solicitation, and protection 
of personal information). 
 
Our goal for this upcoming year (besides continued 
growth on the website and Facebook) is looking into 
getting more members involved in our community 
by helping with a few small area projects that will 
benefit all and yet require minimal time. More 
information to come.  
 
Have Questions? Suggestions? Need Help?:  Contact 
Shirley  (shirley.lavaranch@gmail.com) 
 

 

The earth laughs in flowers.  
                      -Ralph Waldo Emerson 

http://www.bannockcounty.com/
tel:801-243-6144
http://www.bannockcounty.com/
http://www.lavaranch.com/
http://www.lavaranch.com/
mailto:shirley.lavaranch@gmail.com
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SAFETY/SECURITY 
                                            -Marvin Zaugg 
 

The BOD has looked at the need for continued security 
to ensure the greatest safety for all persons within 
Lava Ranch.  The goal is to avoid incidents and 
accidents by enforcing the rules that have been 
implemented to protect people and property by hiring 
an outside agency to fill the position.   
 
For many years, we had combined a security position 
with maintenance duties that were filled by Val Larsen.  
Two years ago, we separated the functions into two 
positions and created two separate budget items for 
these services.  We have only been successful filling 
the maintenance position. 
 
We have been looking at available options for a 
security person to work for Lava Ranch during the 
summer season, specifically on those “heavy use” 
Holiday weekends and annual meeting weekend.  It 
has included reaching out to local law enforcement and 
security agencies to find someone.  To date we have 
found only one option to hire a company out of Salt 
Lake City – which is very costly.   
 
It was suggested that we consider using a Camp Host 
for the yearly season.  That was done many years ago 
but was abandoned, probably because there were not 
the facilities to support a trailer with electricity, water, 
and sewage disposal.  That can be solved by 
expanding the current electrical upgrade project at the 
pavilion and primary well. 
 
In May we sent out an Email survey asking members 
to respond to 2 questions: The first question was to 
determine how important it is to have a security 
position within Lava Ranch.  The second question was 
whether there would be the support a Camp Host.  The 
response was over 2 to 1 in favor of employing a camp 
host. We thank those of you that responded. The 
Board will now consider that as a viable option. 
 
Because of the potential for accidents and road 
damage caused by ATV's, and to protect younger kids 
from being hurt, we feel a need for continued security 
to help reduce the incidents and enforce rules that 
have been implemented.  
 
In 2014 the Board of Directors adopted two new 
motions regarding recreational vehicles using 
Association roads. The first motion stated that 
unaccompanied minors are subject to the following 
rules: Any unlicensed minor(s) operating ATVs, 
motorcycles or UTVs on Lava Ranch roads must be 
accompanied by an adult being present and have 
direct supervision. Enforcement for violations may be 

subject to written notice with subsequent offenses 
leading to fines.  
 
NOTE: The definition of an “Adult” is any person 18 
years old or older. Lava Ranch Lot owners are 
responsible and liable for the actions of their 
family/friends/guests. It is the duty of each lot owner to 
provide instruction to all family & visitors to obey the 
posted speed limits and to drive slowly & under control 
while traveling on the Lava Ranch roads. The second 
motion stated Any damage to Lava roads or other 
Association property caused by ATV’s, motorcycles, or 
other recreational vehicles that require repair will result 
in fines of not less than $200 up to and including 
$1000 per occurrence.  
 
NOTE:  ATV’s and vehicles are required to have Lava 
Ranch identification with their lot # displayed in a 
prominent location to identify who is traveling the 
roads.  
 
Noise Ordinance: We have had some complaints and 
in fact a few situations where some parties have gotten 
a little out of hand or late night/early morning 
construction work. We ask that everyone show respect 
for your neighbors. We remind you that everyone has a 
right to their own kind of enjoyment, and that you 
respect your neighbors’ piece of heaven, with quiet 
time between 10:30PM and 7:30 AM. 

 
When to Call Who……………………… 
 

Your Lava Ranch Board of Directors will assist you in 
any way we can.  However, they are not the police or 
fire department.  Here are examples of who you should 
call…. 
 

If……………………… Contact…………….. 

Want to build on property Compliance Officer 

Pay your dues Treasurer 

You Break down AAA/Tow Truck/Friend 

Noisy Neighbors after 
hours 

Sheriff Department  

Broken into Sheriff Department 

Fire sighting 911 

Accident 911 

Concerns about LRPOA 
issue 

Email the board 

Witness burglary 911 or Sheriff Dept 

ATV/UTV’s driving 
recklessly 

Get Lot Number/call 
board member/give 
details 

Anytime the sheriff department/fire department or 
911 has been called, please follow up with an email 
or phone call to the BOD, so we can address the 
issue as needed. 
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THE RIGHTS OF MEMBERSHIP 

   -Adrienne Buckley 
 
Over the years a lot has been said about – and 
required of - the Lava Ranch Board members.  Here is 
a recap of what the Board provides as well as 
reminding LRPOA members of the responsibilities of 
membership in the Association. 
 
LRPOA BOARD   
 
The LRPOA Board of Directors has the responsibility 
to: 
 
1. Manage the business and affairs of the 
Association. The Board seeks to always promote the 
enjoyment of the subdivision as a recreational site for 
all present and future members of the Association. 
They help provide a place where people of all ages 
and incomes can continue to live and have choices, 
and where a high-quality community is the building 
blocks of a livable sub-division.   
2. Provide responsive and competent service to 
the Association by being honest and fair, by giving 
respectful treatment to all members, and by 
communicating and providing appropriate access to 
Association records and financial information.  
3. Give property owners’ reasonable choices for 
use of their land, while balancing private rights with the 
community rights and responsibilities while respecting 
the property rights of all others.  Both Bannock County 
and LRPOA seek goals and policies to ensure property 
owners continue to have the ability to develop land, so 
long as they comply with county ordinances and 
LRPOA standards and restrictions. 
4. Ensure the greatest safety for all persons - 
where people can feel safe and secure.  This includes 
establishing appropriate resolutions, rules and 
regulations governing the conduct of both the LRPOA 
Board and its members. 
5. Provide cost-efficient public services and 
utilities that address our member’s needs - specifically 
assuming responsibility for development and 
maintenance of the roads, common areas, and 
facilities.  
 
ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP 
 
Since automatic and mandatory membership in the 
Association is part of the overall concept of residential 
property ownership in Lava Ranch, purchase of a lot 
brings with it certain mandatory obligations, financial 
responsibilities and rules. 
 
When you purchased into Lava Ranch you agreed to 
abide by the community’s pre-established guidelines. 
In return, we share some common facilities but 

voluntarily sacrifice certain freedoms, all for the cause 
of protecting property values and reducing nuisances. 
Reasonable restrictions, consistently enforced over 
time help preserve the net value of the community and 
maintain a high quality of life for our residents.   
 
LRPOA Owners have the responsibility to: 
 
1. Read and comply with the governing 
documents of the Association.  Members are required 
to become familiar with all the documents that address 
the restrictions, rules and regulations governing the 
Association. That includes abiding by Federal, Idaho 
state, Bannock County statutes and regulations, as 
well as the LRPOA legal governing documents, 
resolutions, rules and standards unique to LRPOA that 
bind the association and its owners.  
2.  Owners are obligated to share in the financial 
operation of the community by paying their Association 
assessments and charges on time.  If that is not 
possible, owners should contact the appropriate Board 
member to discuss their financial obligations and 
alternate payment arrangements. 
3.  Participate in governing the community 
association by attending meetings, vote in community 
elections and on other issues, serve on committees, 
and stand for election to the LRPOA Board. 
4. Provide current contact information to 
association leaders or managers to help ensure they 
receive information from the community. 
5. Maintain their property according to the 
established standards. Property owners are 
guaranteed certain property rights and the Association 
recognizes that it can exercise planning policies and 
powers only as they relate to the promotion of 
community planning and rights, and public health, 
safety, and welfare needs.  Likewise, owners must 
understand that they have rights but only up to the 
point where exercising them does not have a 
detrimental effect on the county, the Association, and 
the property rights of the other landowners. 
6. Always ensure that those who reside or visit 
on their property (e.g., relatives, friends) adhere to all 
Association rules and regulations. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There is pleasure in the pathless 
woods, there is rapture in the lonely 
shore, there is society where none 

intrudes, by the deep sea, and music 
in its roar; I love not Man the less, 

but Nature more. 
                                                  -Lord Byron 
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AN EXPLANATION OF THE LEGAL BASIS 
FOR GOVERNING LAVA RANCH 

- Adrienne Buckley 
 
In order to effectively live in and participate within Lava 
Ranch, owner-members must understand the legal 
basis of the Lava Ranch Property Owners Association 
and learn the scope and limit of authority of the 
governing documents (and the Association Board). 
The purpose of the Association’s governing documents 
is to provide for the legal structure and operation of the 
community.  The standards set forth in the governing 
documents are applicable to all Lava Ranch members 
and their guests.  Everyone should make themselves 
familiar with these documents and be willing to 
support, maintain, and enhance them as an owner-
member. 
The general hierarchy of authority among LRPOA 
governing documents consists of: 
 
1. RECORDED MAP, PLAT OR PLAN:  
A map, plat, or plan is recorded in the Bannock County 
Recorder’s office before any lots or units shown on it 
were sold. The purpose is to show the legal description 
of the land involved and an architectural drawing, and 
the precise location of each lot, as well as the common 
areas.   Lava Ranch is divided into 5 phases with a 
map for each.  You can review your area on the 
Bannock County Assessor website or access it on the 
Members Only Section of the Lava Ranch website. 
 
2. ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION:  
 Lava Ranch is a cooperative corporation. Planned 
communities are almost always set up as not-for-profit, 
non-stock corporations. A community association’s 
corporate structure is established when a developer 
sets up the association. The developer files articles of 
incorporation with the appropriate state corporation 
agency.   The articles of incorporation bring the 
corporation into existence.  They define its basic 
purposes and powers, indicate whether stock will be 
issued, Indicate whether there will be a board of 
directors (and if so, identify the initial board), and limit 
the liability of individual owners for acts of the 
community association.  The Articles of Incorporation 
are renewed each year with the Secretary of State of 
Idaho. 
 
3. COVENANTS, CONDITIONS & 
RESTRICTIONS 
An understanding of the declaration; covenants, 
conditions, & restrictions (CC&Rs); or master deed 
requires an understanding of the rights of ownership.  
When people buy a parcel of real estate in Lava 
Ranch, the rights for the land are defined in the deed 
to the property, as it is in the previous deeds for the 
same parcel. All of them are recorded in the land 

records. These documents are sometimes called the 
“chain of title.” 
 
The provisions in deeds which define or limit the rights 
of ownership are often called deed covenants or deed 
restrictions. The legal community speaks of these 
covenants or restrictions as “running with the land.” 
That is, they apply to the land, no matter who owns it in 
the future. Instead of inserting all of the same 
covenants and restrictions into each individual deed in 
a community development, the developer draws up a 
declaration of covenants, conditions, and restrictions—
or something with a similar name. The developer 
records this declaration in the County Recorder’s office 
before any of the real estate is transferred to any other 
owner.  Each of you should have a copy of the 
AMENDED ALL INCLUSIVE DECLARATION OF 
BUILDING AND USE RESTRICTIONS AND 
PROTECTIVE COVENANTS FOR LAVA RANCH 
PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION, INC.  When 
you are making decisions about developing your lot, 
you should know the limitations before you move 
forward. 
 
4. BYLAWS:  
Bylaws are in place to govern the Association.  They 
are the regulations for the administration and 
management of Lava Ranch Property Owners 
Association. Planned communities and cooperatives all 
have bylaws. Bylaws address such topics as the 
requirements for membership in the community 
association, the requirements for membership 
meetings, voting rights of member owners.  They 
include the procedures for electing the board of 
directors and the general powers and duties of the 
board.  The Bylaws are not filed with the state and do 
not define the use of the land. 
 
5. RULES AND REGULATIONS:   
For a purchaser, the rules and regulations establish 
the standards of life-style of that particular community.  
The fundamental purpose of association rules is to 
provide a basis for protecting members’ equity in the 
development and to provide the framework within 
which people can live in harmony in a group situation. 
Specific purposes of rules may include: 1) Enforcing 
the community’s CC&Rs, bylaws, and policies in a fair, 
diplomatic way. 2) Protecting, enhancing, and 
promoting the purposes of the association as stated in 
the legal documents. 3) Restricting and governing the 
use of the common areas and amenities. 4) 
Establishing architectural guidelines and controls for 
aesthetic value.  5) Establishing rules for the use of 
facilities by owners and guests. 6) Amplifying, 
expanding, clarifying, and interpreting the broad 
restrictions in the association’s governing documents.               
7) Protecting and preserving the property and assets of 
the association and the owners. 



Lava Ranch Newsletter  8 

 

. 

 

LOT NUMBERS 
                                 -Jan Burnell 

 
The Board understands that a handful of people can 
ruin the enjoyment of many.  In the past, we have 
required that ALL ATVs/UTVs on the mountain 
designate a lot number.  This includes guests.   
 
We are also going to require that all vehicles (guests 
included) are identified with their lot number.  To 
accomplish this, we have designed a hanger for your 
rearview mirror which indicates your lot number.   
 
The new hanging vehicle tags and ATV/UTV stickers 
(2/lot) will be distributed at no cost at our annual 
meeting.  Those not attending will need to arrange the 
best method for obtaining their stickers/hangers.   
 
Additional stickers/hangers will be available for 
purchase at a reasonable price.  Shipping may be 
charged in addition to the cost of the supplies. 
 
For those of you who believe we should be self-
policing, this gives you the opportunity to assist us in 
making sure that all vehicles, ATVs/UTVs are property 
identified. 
 

POND 
                                                   -Barry Vincent 
 
GREAT NEWS – THE FISH HAVE BEEN ORDERED!!  
Fish will be planted in time for the July 4th weekend. 
 
Please remind your family and guests that the fish limit 
at the pond is 2-fish per day per LOT.   Fishing 
privileges are limited to Lava Ranch property owners 
and their guests.  If you encounter others using the 
pond illegally, kindly ask them to leave.  If you are 
going to “catch-and-release”, please use barbless 
hooks so that the fish have a much better chance for 
survival. 
 
It is unacceptable to utilize your ATV/UTV’s through or 
around the pond, even when the water level is low.  
Please do not damage our (YOUR) property! 

 
 
 
 
 

PAVILION 
                                            -Barry Vincent 
  

The pavilion is available for Lava Ranch owners to rent 
on a nightly basis at the rate of $50.00 per night plus a 
$100.00 refundable damage/cleaning deposit. This 
rents the pavilion and four camping sites, with use of 
the restrooms. Remember that the restrooms will also 
be used by other members during your rental. Use of 
the fishing pond and surrounding area 
are NOT included in the pavilion rental. Your Lava 
Ranch annual dues must be current to rent the 
pavilion. 
 
To reserve/rent the pavilion, please contact the Board 
member in charge of the pavilion.   You can obtain the 
registration form and instructions. Remember, it is your 
responsibility to inform and enforce the rules of conduct 
by all members of your group. 

 
 
 

GARBAGE DISPOSAL 
                 -Craig Scott 

 
We ask that you consider the space and the 
environment. We encourage all to recycle aluminum 
cans and beverage bottles. You brought them in, 
surely you can drop them in a recycle can at home.  
 
BREAKDOWN ALL PACKAGES AND CONTAINERS. 
This will allow much more to fit in the dumpster and 
save our organization money.  Out of courtesy to fellow 
owners, if the dumpster is full; do not leave on ground. 
The bears will get a sick stomach and your mother will 
not pick up after you. Teach your guests the rules. You 
are responsible for them.  
 
We have security cameras; however, the board 
members would rather take a nap or a hike than look 
at footage to find the lot owner that may be fined. 
 

 
NOTE:  There is a landfill available for green waste 
and household goods in McCammon 
 

 
 

OK Garbage you would put in your waste basket 
at home such as leftover food and food 
containers, used kitchen paper  

NO! Construction garbage, old food storage, 
broken or unwanted camping gear, 
appliances, etc. 

2500 E Highway 30 - McCammon, ID 83250 
(208) 254-3911. 

Note:  LRPOA currently has approx. 125 
cabins and we found 270 trailers 

utilizing lots during the summer of 2016. 
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NIGHT LIGHTS 
                      -Craig Scott 

 
A walk late night with a full moon is a wonderful 
experience at Lava Ranch. Leaving our lot with no 
additional lighting on; the stars that many only read 
about are visible and identifiable.  My walk takes me 
down Skyline Circle to Pine View Loop. Suddenly, this 
rich experience is shaken with a bright spotlight 
burning bold. This is known as light trespass and is a 
form of light pollution.  
 
This problem is an international one that is being 
addressed in many ways. The following is quoted from 
an article in the Deseret News in February of 2017. 
“The University of Utah has given formal recognition to 
the Consortium for Dark Sky Studies, the first 
academic center in the world dedicated to discovering, 
developing, communicating and applying knowledge 
pertaining to the quality of the night skies.”  “The 
consortium is an interdisciplinary, multi-institutional 
research group at the U. More than 25 schools in Utah 
and across the country — as well as industry, 
community and governmental partners —will research 
the global issue of light pollution, and the public health, 
economic and environmental impacts of the so-called 
“disappearing dark.” 
 
Together we can assure Lava Ranch is a “Sanctuary of 
Natural Darkness.”  This is too large and important of 
project for an individual or whole board to take on 
without additional member involvement. Now is the 
time to establish guidelines to protect our experiences.  
Please join me in being part of a committee to help. My 
email is craiglot18@gmail.com Together we can 
come up with guidelines to benefit all.  
 
 
 
 

 
2016 ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES 

 
Welcome:  Harry Scott welcomed the members to the 
Association Meeting at 11:10am.  
Old Business:  Motion was made by Layne  Barber, 
Lot #158 to accept the minutes from the 2015 Lava 
Ranch Association meeting, as presented and 
distributed with the newsletter dated June, 2016.   
Motion was seconded by Terrill McMillen, Lot 20.  
Motion Voted and Passed Unanimously. 
 
Financials:  Financials for fiscal year ending 6/30/16 
had been sent by Google Groups and by mail.  
Adrienne also supplied additional copies for those 
present.   
 
Questions and/or concerns regarding the financial for 
year end 6/30/16 were open to the floor.   No one 
came forth.  Harry Scott, lot 413 made a motion to 
accept the financials as presented.  Seconded by 
Marvin Zaugg, lot 464.  Motion Voted and Passed 
Unanimously.   
 
Budget for the 2016-2017 was open for discussion.  
Discussions ensued regarding the number of lot 
owners delinquent.  (27 properties equaling 
approximately $5,300).  Adrienne explained that once 
someone is over 3 years delinquent on their dues, that 
it was our process to take them to small claims court, 
obtain a judgement, and lien their property.  The 
question was if we should publish the names and lot 
owners of those delinquent.  The board feels that 
shaming them is not the answer, as there could be 
extenuating circumstances for the delinquency.  No 
further comments, so Dan Heiner, lot 399 motioned 
that we accept the budget as presented.  Donette 
Scott, Lot 134 seconded the motion.  Motion Voted 
and Passed Unanimously. 
 
Harry Scott inquired about those reading the 
newsletter, as the board made effort to provide all of 
the information required.  Based on the newsletter, he 
asked about the following areas of concern: 
 

Please find below, the minutes from the 

2016 Annual Meeting held at the Frank May 

Pavilion on July 9th at 11:00am.  These 

minutes will be voted on and approved at 

this year’s annual meeting. 

If you are attending the meeting, please 
bring copies of these minutes for approval 

with you. 

Look deep into nature, and then you 
will understand everything better.  
                                          -Albert Einstein 

I go to nature to be soothed and 
healed, and to have my senses put in 

order. 
                                        -John Burroughs 
 
 

mailto:craiglot18@gmail.com
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 Pavilion:  No Questions 
 

 Pond: Questions about the status of the 
health of the pond.  It was explained that it was 
cost prohibitive to chemically treat the pond.  
Instead, we drained and let the sun and nature 
do their magic, hoping for a good fresh water 
run-off to help the pond become healthy.  It 
appears to have worked.  The pond was 
stocked with 756 fish, on or about June 16, 
2016. 
Additional information regarding our insurance 
coverage for the pond was provided.  As our 
insurance will not cover us for those swimming 
or boating in the pond, we request those 
activities do not occur. 

 

 Security:  As a whole, our problems appear to 
be the guests of lot owners, who are driving 
inappropriately with the ATVs and UTVs.  We 
want the members to be aware that as the lot 
owner, they are responsible of the actions of 
their guests.  Please remember that 
unlicensed drivers must be accompanied by 
an adult.  We also suggest that the adult ride 
in front, to ensure the safety and speed of 
those following.   

  
Marvin Zaugg reported that he had spent time 
trying to find a company to provide security 
service to the association.  The main concern 
would be speeding or creating problems for 
other lot owners.  The holiday weekend 
coverage would cost our association 
approximately $3,500.  We are continuing to 
pursue options in this area. 

 
Question:  What would the security person do, 
when they encountered a problem?   
Answer:  They could issue violations that 
would be followed up by the board, and/or 
contact the sheriff department.  As taxpayers, 
we all have the ability to contact the Bannock 
County Sheriff Department, and they will 
respond. 

 
Question:  Has there been an increase in 
break-ins since the gates have been left 
unlocked.  Answer:  No increase was noted. 

 
To the members:  please remember that there 
needs to be a lot number placed on all 
ATVs/UTVs.  It is important information in case 
of accident, and is a requirement of the 
association.  (Additional information:   We will 
issue two (2) stickers to any member in good 
standing that can be carried in plain sight, or 

attached to all off-road vehicles.  Additional 
stickers will be $1.00 each.   
 

 Website:  Relatively, there are few lots that 
have signed up to use the website.  We hope 
the improvements recently made will 
encourage others to take an interest and sign 
up for the extended access. 
 
Along with the newly designed website, we are 
have launched a Facebook group as a test.  
Our intention is that this group will provide 
posts regarding road conditions, weather, 
construction projects, reminders and other 
Lava Ranch related issues.  We would ask that 
all content that is submitted to the page is 
appropriate and value-added.  To join:  on 
Facebook, click on groups and search Lava 
Ranch Properties.  To ensure the membership 
of the group are all valid association members, 
we ask that you tie your lot to your request to 
join. 

 

 Dumpsters:  Dumpsters are brought in as 
soon as possible.  We would ask that if the 
dumpsters are not in place, or they are full that 
you haul your garbage home.  When you leave 
your garbage on the ground, someone else is 
cleaning up after you.  We have cameras in 
place, and have the option to access fines.  
Please be a good neighbor, and consider 
others. 
 

 Fences:  Our fencing budget has been set to 
repair some of the fence line that is down.  The 
rules of fence maintenance have changed, and 
Lava Ranch is responsible for ½ of the fence 
repair, the rancher using land for grazing is 
responsible for the other ½.  We are currently 
looking for someone to repair the areas of 
concern.  We would be happy to have 
someone volunteer to assist with this project. 
 
 

 Weeds:  We are unhappy with the weed 
spraying this year.  However, we do 
understand the concern the county has in 
spraying off the main roads.  We remind lot 
owners, that we were providing the weed 
spraying as a service, but ultimately, it is the 
owners’ responsibility to keep the easement 
clear.  We will continue to do what we can to 
help. 
 

 Roads:  Loggers have been working on 
Maple, Wolf Run, White Tail, and Weasel 
Roads to remove the trees.  We have two 
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gates that are in the right-of-way.  Cul-de-sacs 
require a 100ft circle under the rural fire code. 
To avoid erosion on both your driveway and 
the egress onto the association road, the first 
20ft should be graveled; your driveway should 
be crowned.  Culverts must be installed to 
divert water.  If a driveway requires a culvert 
installation, the Association will charge a 
special assessment for the cost back to the lot 
owner.   Gates must be placed 20ft onto your 
property. 
 
Culverts will be required on all roads, with a 
minimum 12”-14” diameter, depending on the 
volume of the run-off.  The length is minimum 
20ft, and can be installed with 10ft incremental 
increases from that point.  Please be aware, to 
pull a trailer onto a lot, it is recommended that 
30ft or more be installed for your driveway. 
 
Question:  The stumps, left as they are, seem 
to create a dangerous situation.  Could the 
loggers leave them taller, so they can be more 
easily seen?  The problem, is that is interferes 
with widening the roads.  It was suggested that 
people spray them orange, so they can be 
seen better, until we can have them removed. 

 
Question:  Would it help our roads last longer 
to spray the hills with mag?  Answer:  Cost 
prohibitive.  When the board looked into the 
cost for Wolverine, it was $11,000, would have 
to be done annually for three years, then every 
other year. 

 
Complaint was heard about the icy conditions 
on Porcupine Road in the winter.  The problem 
is that the roads need to be widened and water 
diverted.  The loggers do not want to take the 
cedar trees, so it is the obligation of those lot 
owners to remove the trees, so we can send 
our road crew in to widen those roads and 
create a proper water diversion.  There are 
also several drives on that road, whose water 
run-off is damaging the roadways.   

 
Comment:  Culvert in the road near the gate 
and lot 44.  The road has been widened, but 
the culvert has not been extended.  It is no 
longer edge to edge, and gets plugged up.  
This is a Lava Ranch culvert, and will be 
checked out for maintenance. 

 
Comment:  Slash left by loggers is really 
messy.  Answer:  The loggers do their best to 
leave the limbs on until reaching the staging 
area.  However, we are aware that limbs are 
left on properties during the logging.  We could 

not find a logging company that would take 
better care of the slash than the one we hired.  
We apologize for the mess, but remind lot 
owners, that the trees have been removed at 
no cost.  Since it is the responsibility of the lot 
owner to remove the trees, we feel the slash is 
(unfortunately) something we all must deal 
with.  For now, all slash can be left at one of 
the areas where it is currently stacked, and will 
be burned during the winter. 

 
We have three areas of concern when trying to 
widen the roads:  1) Trees  2)  Drainage   
3)  Stumps.  Please be aware, this is a slow 
and expensive process.  We appreciate your 
patience and assistance. 
 

 Water:  The new water system has a couple of 
issues we are still dealing with.  During the 
finalization of the installation, the system is up 
and running.  If you consider how much traffic 
this will reduce traveling to the Wolverine Well, 
this should help improve the conditions of the 
roads. 
As we used volunteers to install the system, 
the state requires that we post a sign 
indicating non-potable.  We will continue to 
have the water tested annually, and will notify 
the members of any change. 

 
A hydrant is near the well head of this system, 
but is used only for the winter drainage.  
Please be aware, our system can be damaged 
by the miss-use of this hydrant.  We had it 
chained and locked, but it has been removed.  
We will replace it at our earliest convenience. 
 
The pump in the well at Wolverine failed last 
October.  Those using it will note that it is now 
running much faster.  We found, when pulling 
the pump that the riser had many holes in it, 
and the pressure was not holding.  We are 
currently having a 1” hose being built to assist 
for a quicker fill. 

 

 Meeting Time:  It was announced that the 
meeting time may be changed as deemed 
necessary by the board.  Registration will open 
one hour prior to the start of the meeting, 
giving members time to socialize!  We 
anticipate next year’s meeting to start at 
10AM.  To reduce costs to the association, we 
may not be providing lunch in the future.  If, 
however, a member of the association would 
like to consider catering, we would entertain 
options. 
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 Elections:  Harry announced the departure of 
three of our board members this year, 
including:  Jean Avery, Dan Heiner, and Matt 
Groll.  Their work has been appreciated and 
they will be missed.   

 
We have 4 positions available, 3 three-year 
positions, and a vacated position of two years.   
The nominations from the floor were then 
opened.  None came forth.  The ballot 
indicated 4 candidates.  Shirley Sheffield, 
Craig Scott, Chris Beyer, Perry Trujillo.  Harry 
explained that two of them had prior 
engagements, and had written information to 
be read to the assembly.  The other two 
candidates were introduced and spoke of 
themselves.  The association was asked to 
vote for 3 candidates, and then line up for the 
lunch.   Votes were counted for record, and all 
4 candidates will have a position as described. 

 

 A motion to adjourn the meeting came from 
Jan Burnell, Lot 144, seconded by Troy 
Knadle, lot 133. Motion Voted and Passed 
Unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 
approximately 1PM.Lunch was served 

 

Thank you…. 
  
A lot of time, work, and effort is put forth for the benefit 
of the association.  We want to take this opportunity to 
thank a few of the people who work tirelessly on your 
behalf. 
 
Each year, three (3) seats are up for election on our 
Board.  We acknowledge and give special thanks to 
those whose terms are completed 
 
Harry Scott (President), Jan Burnell (Secretary), Barry 
Vincent (Pond/Pavilion) 
 
In addition, we would like to recognize Ray Thompson.  
He has been providing maintenance services for the 
association. We appreciate for his dedication to this 
association and its members. 
 

Candidates for Lava Ranch 
Board of Directors 

 
As the annual meeting approaches, we are again 
looking for good people to replace those leaving.  We 
hope each lot owner at Lava Ranch will give 
consideration as to how they may assist in making our 
community better.  One way is to run for a vacancy on 
the Board and work with a great group of people to 

help the Association move towards the achievement of 
their mission. 
 
Board members must have a clear understanding of 
their distinctive roles.  When you begin your tenure 
with a solid overview of what you need to know and 
what will be expected of you, you will be able to step 
into your position and serve with purpose.   
 
Your service as a board member will be most 
rewarding to you and will serve the Association best if 
you are able to focus on your key duties: 
 

1) Attend all meetings and participate in regular 
communications.   

2) Be prepared and informed.   
3) Speak your mind and ask hard questions.   
4) Support other board members to pull their 

weight.   
5) Take responsibility for your stewardship of the 

organization’s assets.   
6) Remember that integrity is everything. 

 
A board member has a fiduciary obligation to the 
organization, he or she must act with good faith and 
loyalty – and always exclusively in the best interests of 
the organization.  The board serves as what is 
sometimes called “a bridge and a buffer” between 
conflicts of interests with the rules and regulations 
governing ownership, county and state agencies, and 
other members.  You will be asked to ensure the 
organization has procedures in place to prevent 
conflicts of interest and to make decisions that have no 
conflicts of interest with the person whose transaction 
is under consideration.   
 
There are three regular openings that have a term for 3 
years that will be filled at the meeting this year. 
Additional openings may also be filled at this time.  If 
you would like to be on the ballot for one of the open 
positions, please notify Jan Burnell, by mail at Lava 
Ranch POA, P.O. Box 131, Lava Hot Springs, ID  
83246 or by email at: Burnell.Jan@gmail.com.  
Submittals should be received by July 1, 2016 for the 
printed ballots. 
 
If interested in running for a position, please include a 
brief statement to the following questions: 

1. What position and/or duties would you like to 
be considered for? 

2. What qualities, experience, and qualifications 
do you have that you feel would enhance the 
effectiveness of the board? 

3. Tell us a little bit about yourself.  For instance, 
how long have you owned property on Lava 
Ranch.  

  

mailto:Burnell.Jan@gmail.com
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PROXY FORM 
 

If you are unable to attend the annual meeting, we encourage you to complete the form below to 
authorize a qualified lot owner to represent your vote on Association matters.  This insures that you 
have a voice in Lava Ranch.  Please fill out the form with all the information and mail it to the POB 
by July 3th, or submit it to your chosen representative prior to the annual meeting. 
 

Lava Ranch Property Owners Association  
FISCAL YEAR 2017-2018 

 

Proxy Form 
 

 I, ________________________________ do hereby swear that I am the registered owner of lot 
number(s)____________ in Lava Ranch subdivision, Bannock County Idaho. 
 
I authorize __________________________________________, who is the registered owner of lot  
number _______ in Lava Ranch subdivision, Bannock County, Idaho, to act as my proxy on all matters 
presented for action at the L.R.P.O.A. meeting to be held on July 8, 2017, at 10:00am at the Frank May 
Pavilion. 
 
I certify that the information provided is true and correct and that all parties listed are members in good 
standing and authorized to participate in the above-mentioned meeting. 
 
Signature:  ________________________________________________ 
 
 
Date:  ___________________________     Total Number of Lots owned:  _____________ 
 
 
Note:  All proxy forms must be signed and submitted prior to the beginning of the meeting.  Unsigned or 
late proxy forms will not be accepted.
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